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I was especially excited about the curriculum’s 

emphasis on the use of teamwork in the 

classroom. I chose to attend Pacific University 

over other programs because I enjoyed the non-

competitive and professional atmosphere.

- Suidi Hassan, class of 2018



Katrina Stein

Assistant Director for Graduate and 

Professional Admissions

• School of Pharmacy Admissions Contact 

and specialist

• kstein@pacificu.edu

• 503-352-7229

mailto:kgray@pacificu.edu


• Built in 2006, Gold LEED Certified Building, MAX train access

Health Professions Campus
Hillsboro, OR



Access to Portland

• Named best city for movie lovers, second nerdiest city, 

best city for food lovers, most steam punk



Pacific University

Undergraduate Campus

College of Health 

Professionals

Pacific University: 2 Campuses



School of Pharmacy (SOP) 

Class of 

2018



Pharm.D. degree

Three Years Continuous

Tuition – Approximately $45,200 per year

Accepting 100 students

No PCAT

Application Dates for Fall 2016

Final PharmCAS Deadline:  January

Final Supplemental Deadline: January

Pacific PharmD Stats



Accreditation     
The Doctor of Pharmacy program of the Pacific University, 

School of Pharmacy, was awarded full accreditation status 

during the June 2009 meeting of the ACPE Board of Directors, 

based upon an on-site evaluation conducted March 2009. The 

ACPE Board of Directors reviewed the Doctor of Pharmacy 

program for purposes of continued accreditation at its January 

2015 meeting. Full accreditation status was extended until 

June 30, 2023.

Pacific University’s Doctor of Pharmacy program is accredited by the 

Accreditation Council for Pharmacy Education (ACPE) Chicago, IL 

Web site www.acpe-accredit.org. 



SOP Mission

We prepare dynamic 

practitioners, leaders, and 

scholars to promote patient 

advocacy and advance the 

profession of pharmacy to 

deliver innovative and 

collaborative patient-

centered care in diverse 

populations by building an 

interprofessional, learner-

centered community.



SOP Values

• Diversity and 

Inclusion

• Innovation in 

teaching, learning 

and scholarship

• Collaboration

• Integrity

• Respect



The impression imprinted in my mind 

when I returned home was that 

Pacific University was a community 

where I would feel welcome, 

supported, and part of a team.

- Daniel Hegler, 

Home state CA, c/o 2018

Among all the schools I interviewed for, 

Pacific University SOP seemed to have the 

most integrated social environment.

- Hayley Heers, Home state 

Alaska, c/o 2018

Current PharmD Student 
Perspectives

“The faculty, staff, and administrators 

were an appropriate mix of demanding 

and nurturing and continue to have an 

interest in my professional 

development…Pacific is a community, 

and I'm proud to be a life-long member. ”    

- SOP Alum



• Curriculum 

structure

• Experiential 

Education

• Professional 

organizations

Program Overview



PharmD Curriculum 
Overview

3 Year PharmD Accelerated Curriculum

• 2 didactic years

• 1 year of clinical experiences

Modified-Block Design

Longitudinal Courses

Advanced Pharmacy Practice Experiences (APPE):

– Core rotations occur in zones throughout all of Oregon 

and Washington

– California rotations current expanding to Southern and Northern CA 

locations



Curriculum

3-years in length

• 2 didactic years

• 1 clinical year

Modified-Block Design

• Most courses delivered one-at-a-time

• Daily schedule usually 8 am – 3 pm

• Blocks 2 weeks long.  Total hours per block vary 

depending on topic



Pacific PharmD Strengths



Tuition Comparison
3 Year vs. 4 Year PharmD



3 Year PharmD Benefit



Curriculum, continued

Longitudinal Courses

• Meet every other week throughout the semester

• Mondays or Tuesdays

• e.g. Social and Administrative pharmacy (SAS), 

Pharmacy Practice



Two Didactic Years
• First Year – P1

– Blocks: Foundational, science with clinical application

Medicinal Chemistry

Biochemistry Pharmacology 

Management and Leadership

Pharmacokinetics

Pharmacy Law

Pharmacy Calculations

Pharmaceutics

Toxicology

Drug Information

Immunization Certification

P1 Blocks Sample Courses:

- Fundamentals of Drug Action and Metabolism

- Pharmaceutical Sciences: Cardiovascular

- Interprofessional Course: Theory & Practice



Two Didactic Years
Second Year – P2

Blocks: Pharmacotherapy and Disease State 

Management:

Cardiology

Endocrinology

Clinical Immunology

Pulmonary

Management and Leadership

Gastrointestinal 

Infectious Disease

Hematology/Oncology

Psychiatry

Neurology

Clinical Nutrition

Men & Women’s Health

P2 Blocks Sample Courses:

- Intro to Patient-Centered Care

- Clinical Sciences: Cardiovascular  



“Typical” Block Structure

Monday Tuesday Wednesday

“Day 1”

Thursday Friday

Re-exam

(if needed)

Social/Admin

Pharmacy

Pharmacy 

Practice 1

Block 

Lectures

Block 

Lectures

Block 

Lectures

Block 

Lectures

IPPE-1 Block 

Lectures

Block

Lectures

Exam Day



Experiential Education
Introductory Pharmacy Practice

Experiences (IPPE)

Advanced Pharmacy Practice Experiences 

(APPE)

P1 Year

IPPE 1 – One day every other week 

(Spring)

P3 Year

8 X 6-week rotations throughout the year

• 5 Required 

• Community Pharmacy

• Institutional Pharmacy

• Ambulatory Care

• Internal Medicine

• Patient Care

2 Elective

• Variety of experiences

• Online learning and board exam prep during 

“8th” block

P2 Year

IPPE 2 – 9 week experience in summer 

IPPE 3 – 1 day every other week (Fall)



P1 Year (1st Year)
• FALL: IPPE Prep 

– Didactic course to prepare for 

site experiences

– Long Term Care Service 

Learning

• SPRING: IPPE-1

– One day every other week at 

sites (Community Rx)

Introductory Pharmacy 
Practice Experience (IPPE)



P2 Year (2nd Year)
IPPE 2 and IPPE 3: 

• 9 week experience in summer after P1 year: 

3 weeks Community Rx (IPPE 2)

6 weeks Health-system/Hospital Rx (IPPE 3)

IPPE 4: 

• 1st semester: 1 day every other week at Community Rx

Pre-APPE: 

• 2nd semester: didactic APPE preparation 

Introductory Pharmacy 
Practice Experience (IPPE)



P3 Year (3rd year)
Full time experiential year

8 rotations which are 6-weeks long
• 5 required core rotations
• 2 required electives
• 1 self directed learning block

5 Required Core Rotations

1. Community Practice

2. Health System Practice

3. Ambulatory Care

4. Internal Medicine

5. Patient Care “elective”

Advanced Pharmacy 
Practice Experience (APPE)



SOP Student Organizations

• Student Senate

• Class Officers

• PPSU: Pacific Pharmacy 

Students United 

• Ambassadors Club

• Phi Delta Chi

• Kappa Psi

• Phi Lambda Sigma

• Professional Student Senate (PSS) 

all CHP programs represented in PSS 

Club officer contact information is on our website



Class of 2018
Average GPAs: 3.3

Female: 71 Male: 36

Average Age: 26

Age range: 20 – 44         

Home States: Oregon, California, 

Arizona & Washington

Over 80% of Class of 2018 has a BA/BS

656 applications received 

247 interviewed

~100 class size

Admissions Stats



Typical Admissions 
Criteria

Strength and breadth of academic record 

Type and depth of prior health care experience 

Strength of letters of reference (PharmCAS) 

Content of applications and care with which they are completed 

Quality of writing ability as demonstrated in PharmCAS personal 

statement and supplemental application essays

Understanding of the pharmacy profession 

Type of community activities  and volunteer work

Strength of on-campus personal interview 



PharmD Prerequisite 
Coursework

General Biology – 1 year

Microbiology – 1 class

Human Anatomy & Physiology – 1 year

General & Organic Chemistry – 1 year

Physics – 1 class

Calculus – 1 class

English – 2 classes

Speech/Communication/Debate – 1 class

Psychology – General/Abnormal, 1 class

Economics – Micro/Macro, 1 class

Social/Behavioral Sciences – 1 class

Humanities/Fine Arts – 1 class

For specific information, check out pacificu.edu/pharmD



Free unofficial prerequisite evaluation

Applications available Mid-July, PharmCAS & Supplemental

Rolling Admissions

Application Deadlines

Priority Deadline September 14, 2015

Final Deadline January 4, 2016

Interviews by invitation only throughout fall and winter

Admissions decisions by March

Accept, Committee Hold, Waitlist, Decline

Admissions Process



When to submit your application?

Important Prerequisites

Human Anatomy and Human 

Physiology

Microbiology

Organic Chemistry

*Biochemistry – Recommended

Take advantage of Optional Essay (#3)

Community Service/Volunteer Work

Exposure to pharmacy profession

How to be Competitive



Pharmacy Associations
Accreditation Council for Pharmacy Education (ACPE)

www.acpe-accredit.org

American Association of Colleges of Pharmacy (AACP)

www.aacp.org

Oregon Board of Pharmacy

www.oregon.gov/Pharmacy/index.shtml

American Pharmacist Association (APhA)

www.pharmacist.com

American Society of Health-System Pharmacists (ASHP)

www.ashp.org

http://www.acpe-accredit.org/
http://www.aacp.org/
http://www.oregon.gov/Pharmacy/index.shtml
http://www.pharmacist.com/
http://www.ashp.org/


Questions?


